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I. Introduction: the meaning of Pardes

Regarding the four facets of Torah interpretation — peshat, remez, derush and sod,
the initial letters of which form the word Pardes — the Mishnas Chassidim' writes
that pshat corresponds to the lowest plane of spiritual existence, the world of
Assiyah, derush to the world of Yetzirah, remez to the world of Beriah and sod to
Atzilus. He also compares them metaphorically to a person’s skin, flesh, sinews
and bones, and in them is the marrow, analogous to the Or Ein Sof that animates
the sefiros.?
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However, most other authorities maintain that remez corresponds to the world of
Yetzirah, and derush to the world of Beriah.?

The Rebbe Rayatz cites both views and concludes that the second view is the

view of the Arizal in Eitz Chayim.*
The Rebbe Rayatz goes on to explain all four approaches®:

Pshat implies a direct and broad understanding of a concept, whereby one divests
it of the written letters in which it is garbed, and breaks through the obstructing
fences raised by learned queries — because everything becomes clear through a
direct and broad understanding of the subject, without resort to [the contrived and

labored approach to Talmudic scholarship known as] pilpul...

This, then, is the meaning of pshat — elucidating a concept with clarity and with

breadth of scope.

Remez: This term, too (lit,, “an allusion”), describes the revelation of a concept.
However, since this level of interpretation deals with a concept that is still too
obscure to be reachable by means of pshat, the allusion hidden in that concept is

not revealed (as is pshat) explicitly, but is hinted at, as with a parable or riddle...
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